Biblical Wisdom
John J. Collins

Mondays, 7:30 p.m. October 2 - November 6

The Wisdom books, Proverbs, Qoheleth and Job, constitute as distinct category
in the Hebrew Bible. They make no claim of divine revelation, and they barely
refer to the history of Israel, and show little interest in history at all. The
predominant literary form is direct address, but they lack the passionate hortatory
tone of the Prophets. Proverbs especially resembles instructional literature for other
parts of the ancient Near East, especially Egypt.

The later Wisdom books of Ben Sira and the Wisdom of Solomon, which are
regarded as “deuterocanonical” in the Catholic tradition and Apocryphal by
Protestants, differ from the earlier ones insofar as they do address the history of
Israel and use it as a source of examples. The Wisdom of Solomon was written in
Greek around the time of Christ and is influenced by Greek philosophy

Syllabus

1. October 2. What is wisdom? Illustrations from Proverbs 10-31.
1 Kings 3—14; 4:29ff. Proverbs 23 -27; 30:1-4.

2. October 9. Wisdom instructions in Proverbs 1-9; 31.

3. October 16. Skeptical wisdom. Qoheleth or Ecclesiastes.
Read chaps 1-3; 9, 12.

4. October 23. Job and the problem of theodicy.
Read the Prologue, chaps 89, 13, 38-42.

5. October 30. Ben Sira. Wisdom and the Law.
Read the prologue, chaps. 15 and 17; 24-26; 39-42.

6. November 6. Wisdom of Solomon. Wisdom and Hellenistic Culture.
Read Wisdom 1:1-3:9; 7:22-8:1; 10; 13.
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