
 
 

Easter and Passover 
The Evolution of Passover 

 

Interpreting the Text: 
 

1. It is uncertain whether the Passover was a Seder or not. Does that change the way you think about the 
Last Supper as a result? Did it have to be a ritual sacrifice or meal in order to be important? 
 

2. The Seder was changed from a ritual practice to a symbolic practice. How do we understand these 
symbols? Is it more important to know the ritual origin, or the symbols as we now know them? Are 
both important? 
 
 

3. The changes we see in the Passover observance tell us a lot about the history of the Jewish people in 
post-biblical times. What can we learn from these evolutions in ritual practice? 

 

Applying the Text: 
 

1. How have you seen a ritual (or rituals) change over time? Have they changed meaning in a significant 
way? 
 

2. Think about a ritual you currently participate in. How would you understand that ritual if there was no 
longer a location to do it? Could it still be done? 
 
 

3. People do not always understand why they perform rituals. Do you need to understand a ritual in 
order to properly participate? 
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