
 
 

Second Isaiah 
Prophetic Messenger 

 
 
Interpreting the Text: 
 

1. In Isaiah 7:15-25, does the prophet lay out a clear sequence of events, or does the passage simply 
present a series of images that illustrate the way in which Israel’s life with God is a never-ending 
alternation between judgment and promise? For example:, is the name given to the child, Immanuel, 
“God is with us,” a sign of God’s blessing or God’s judgment” [Isaiah. 7:14; 8:9; 8:10]? 
 

2. Is the incident described in Isaiah 8:1-4 related at all to the promise of the child in 7:14? What evidence 
from the text and the video conversation supports or disproves this claim? 
 
 

3. In Isaiah. 9:2, who are “the people who walked in darkness”? Are they related to the ones who see but 
don’t understand in Isaiah. 6:9-10? 

 
 

Applying the Text: 
 

1. Does Isaiah’s concept of the multiple fulfillment of prophecy allow for the possibility that such 
fulfillments might take place beyond the biblical period and even extend down to our own time? 
 

2. Do you experience the events of your own life as an alternation of God’s judgment and God’s promise? 
How would that worldview help? What are its dangers? 
 
 

3. Does the theory that these prophecies are ongoing and may be fulfilled multiple times make you think 
about other biblical prophecies in a new way? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yale Divinity School, 409 Prospect Street, New Haven, CT 06511 
www.yalebiblestudy.org  

http://www.yalebiblestudy.org/

	Second Isaiah
	Prophetic Messenger
	Interpreting the Text:
	Applying the Text:


